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I refer to your correspondence of 16 April 2008, on behalf of the organising
committee of the 2008 Rural and Remote Career Conference, to Ms Carole
McDiarmid, Regional Director Western NSW Region, regarding retraining of careers
advisers. As the officer in the Department with responsibility for this matter, I have
been asked to respond to you.

The NSW Department of Education and Training is committed to employing fully
trained specialist teachers, including careers advisers. The Department's Careers
Adviser Retraining Program targets teachers appointed to the role of careers adviser
in Departmental high and central schools who do not have approval to teach in
careers.

The program is a one year part-time postgraduate course undertaken by external
study through RMIT University. Participating teachers must sign a Deed of
Agreement to work as a careers adviser in their appointed school for two years after
completing training.

Whilst teachers appointed to careers adviser positions for less than two days per
week are not required to participate in the program, the Department's Retraining Unit
considers applications from these teachers if their principal confirms that the
appointed teacher will retain the role of careers adviser for the three-year service
commitment period.

Teachers in this situation should be advised to discuss retraining with their principal
and to contact the Retraining Unit for more information about the program, study and
service commitment requirements outlined in the Deed of Agreement.
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